
 

Town of Amherst 

Industrial Development Authority 

July 7, 2014 

 

A regular meeting of the Town of Amherst Industrial Development 

Authority was called to order by Chairman Jim Meade on July 7, 2014 at 

5:15 PM in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall. It was noted that a 

quorum was present as follows: 

 

P Jacob Bailey P Richard Wydner 

P Gary Jennings P Jim Meade 

P Lewis Addison P Vernon Wood  

P C. Manly Rucker, III   

 

The following individuals were also present 

 Mayor J. Paul Kilgore, Jr. 

 Town Councilors Kenneth Bumgarner, Michael Mozingo, Rachel 

Thompson and Kenneth Watts 

 Town Manager Jack Hobbs, in his capacity as Secretary to the 

Authority 

 Region 2000 CEP Megan Lucas 

 Chip Sisk from Hollingsworth Companies 

 Lee Cobb, Victoria Hanson, Steven Browning from the Amherst 

County Economic Development office 

 Edgar Kinnier from Amherst County EDA  

 Chris Gentry from GCRE Development, LLC 

 Scot Evans, Sandy Bryant and Leigh Farmer from Horizon Behavioral 

Health, and  

 Bill Downer representing Ambriar Shopping Center. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Rucker, which was seconded by Mr. Wydner and 

carried 7-0, the minutes of the March 4, 2014 meeting were approved. 

Messrs. Addison, Bailey, Jennings, Meade, Rucker, Wood and Wydner 

voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Horizon Project 

After the Secretary gave a report on the project, Chris Gentry from 

GCRE Development, LLC came forward to present a proposal to purchase 

property at the northwestern corner of the Brockman Park Drive and W. 

Commerce Street known as Lot 9b at Brockman Park. Mr. Gentry proposes 

to construct a 11,250 SF building on the property which would be 

occupied by an expanded Horizon Behavioral Health operation.  

 

Representatives from Horizon came forward to explain their 

organization’s service programs.  

 

After some discussion, on a motion by Mr. Jennings, which was seconded 

by Mr. Wood and carried 7-0, the IDA agreed to recommend that the Town 

Council accept GCRE Development’s proposal to purchase Lot 9b. Messrs. 

Addison, Bailey, Jennings, Meade, Rucker, Wood and Wydner voted in 



 

favor of the motion. A copy of the proposed contract is attached to 

these minutes. 

 

Hotel Feasibility Study 

A draft hotel feasibility study was discussed. By consensus, the IDA 

members agreed that the IDA and Town should not become too involved in 

the further development of this project as it will involve significant 

private investment on private property. 

 

Centra Amherst Ambulatory Care Center 

The Town Manager reported that Centra Health has advertised the 

required public hearing on tax-exempt bonds that would finance 

facilities in and near Lynchburg, including one in the Town of 

Amherst, through the Lynchburg IDA. The proposed Centra Amherst 

Ambulatory Care Center would be built in the next 2–3 years at 139 

Ambriar Plaza. The new $9 million, 17,500 sq. ft. facility will 

feature radiology and lab services, and expanded hours of coverage and 

urgent care services are anticipated. It is understood that the 

financing proposed requires local action by the Town Council and it 

was suggested that the Town would prefer to receive bond fees for the 

financing of projects inside the Town to be directed to the Town IDA 

for its economic development purposes. 

 

Lewis Addison declared that he has a conflict of interest between his 

role as an Authority member and as an employee of Centra Health. He 

explained the particulars of the proposed financing and that Centra 

would ask for the Town Council to approve the financing by resolution 

at its August meeting. Mr. Addison left the room. 

 

After some discussion, on a motion by Mr. Bailey, which was seconded 

by Mr. Rucker and carried 6-0, the IDA agreed to recommend that the 

Town Council approve a resolution supporting to the financing 

transaction. Messrs. Bailey, Jennings, Meade, Rucker, Wood and Wydner 

voted in favor of the motion; Mr. Addison was absent during the vote. 

A copy of the proposed resolution is attached to these minutes. 

 

Mr. Addison rejoined the meeting. 

 

Mr. Cobb introduced new Region 2000 CEO Megan Lucas, new Amherst 

County EDA employee Victoria Hanson and Amherst County EDA intern 

Steven Browning to the Authority members. 

 

Mr. Sisk from the Hollingsworth Companies gave a report on his 

company’s efforts to promote Brockman Park. 

 

The Town Manager reported that activities at Brockman Park include the 

Hollingsworth effort, the Horizon project, and maintenance items such 

as cutting grass and replacing deteriorated real estate signs. 

 

There being no more business, the meeting adjourned at 6:27 PM after a 

motion by Mr. Bailey, which was seconded by Mr. Jennings and carried 



 

7-0. Messrs. Addison, Bailey, Jennings, Meade, Rucker, Wood and Wydner 

voted in favor of the motion. 

 

 

 ________________________  

 James Meade, Chairman 

 

 

ATTEST: __________________ 

         Secretary 



 

 
 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 


